Lancaster School Bilingual Teacher Training Course
Overview

Aims

This course aims to give initial teacher training to Mexican university graduates seeking to teach in a bilingual or international context at secondary level, and to practising teachers who have no formal teaching qualification or who have training and experience in a different context from the one they are teaching in.
Entry requirements

Applicants should have finished or be close to finishing a first degree in the subject they wish to teach or a closely related subject.

Their academic history should demonstrate sound subject knowledge.

They should be functionally bilingual.

They must clearly demonstrate commitment and motivation to teaching.
Course structure

The course comprises a mixture of theory and practice and emphasis the link between the two through the development of an attitude of reflective practice.  Each student has a course tutor and a subject mentor, the former being responsible for the theoretical aspects of the course and the latter for the practical aspects.  Students keep a log of all activities and are assessed through both written tasks and classroom practice, as well as on the basis of their contributions to discussions.
The course is divided into nine units, each lasting four weeks.  There is one theory session per week in which key issues are identified and discussed.  Classroom observation/practice will be used to provide case studies and examples for putting the theory into a relevant context.  Each student will be expected to use their personal background, experience and needs as a frame of reference for interpreting the theory in a meaningful way for them, and will plan their practical activities accordingly in order to be able to explore the issues being addressed.  At the end of each theory session the focus for the following week will be established so that evidence from practice can be collected over the course of the week.

After completion of the course, students are required to complete one year of full time teaching in a school approved by the Lancaster School in order to achieve qualified teacher status.
TERM 1
	Week
	Unit
	Leaders
	Topics
	Assessment

	1
	Unit 1

Introduction to teaching
	Alan & Ceci
	What is education?
	1,500 word essay

	2
	
	
	How do we learn?
	

	3
	
	
	The teacher's perspective
	

	4
	
	
	Reflections and discussion of assignment
	

	5
	Unit 2

The classroom as a learning environment
	Ed & Star
	Reading classrooms
	1,500 word essay

	6
	
	
	Pupil behaviour
	

	7
	
	
	Teacher behaviour
	

	8
	
	
	Reflections and discussion of assignment
	

	9
	Unit 3

Pupils as individuals
	Ana & Dave
	Growth and development
	Oral presentation

	10
	
	
	Cognition
	

	11
	
	
	Ways pupils learn
	

	12
	
	
	Reflections and discussion of assignment
	

	13
	Unit 4

Thinking about teaching
	Frank & Jacqui
	Planning & Assessment
	Development of a subject-specific set of activities

	14
	
	
	Teaching and learning styles
	

	15
	
	
	Classroom management techniques
	

	16
	
	
	Reflections and discussion of assignment
	


TERM 2
	Week
	Unit
	Leaders
	Topics
	Assessment

	1
	Unit 5
Planning and delivery
	Jacqui, Star, Alan, Ed
	Planning classes and units of work
	Lesson plans and formal observations

	2
	
	
	Progression
	

	3
	
	
	Planning for diversity
	

	4
	
	
	Reflections and feedback on observations
	

	5
	Unit 6
Assessment
	Frank, Dave, Ana, Ceci
	Summative assessment
	Assessment tasks and instruments used in the classroom

	6
	
	
	Formative assessment
	

	7
	
	
	Giving students ownership of their learning
	

	8
	
	
	Reflections and feedback on assessment tasks
	


TERM 3
	Week
	Unit
	Leaders
	Topics
	Assessment

	1
	Unit 7
Curriculum
	Alan, Frank, Jacqui
	Building a curriculum
	Development of a curriculum model for an international school

	2
	
	
	National curricula
	

	3
	
	
	The IB curriculum model
	

	4
	
	
	Reflections and discussion of assignment
	

	5
	Unit 8
Education in a global society
	Ed, Ana, Star
	Personal, social and moral development
	1,500 word essay

	6
	
	
	Individuals and society
	

	7
	
	
	Bilingualism
	

	8
	
	
	Reflections and discussion of assignment
	

	9
	Unit 9
Professional practice
	Dave, Ceci
	The workplace
	Development of a staff induction manual

	10
	
	
	Communication
	

	11
	
	
	Teachers’ responsibilities
	

	12
	
	
	Reflections and discussion of assignment
	


