METHODOLOGY

Rationale

Once we have understood and accepted the school philosophy, organisation and planning of our classes can become an exciting challenge. HOW we plan, organise and interact with students in class should lead to the achievement of the objectives set out in the school philosophy.  Above all, students should be active participants in the learning process.
Objectives

Individual teaching styles will vary and the Lancaster School respects this aspect of each teacher.  However, in order to allow pupils to develop their abilities fully, teaching must be pupil centred and provide opportunities for:

· Group work

· Oral work

· Written work

· Practical activities

· Investigational and project work

· Problem solving activities

· Speaking in public

Principles

In addition, the following fundamental principles should be observed when applying the above methods in order to fulfil the previously stated objectives:

· Pupils should receive individual help and attention from teachers

· Pupils should be allowed to progress at their own pace

· Pupils should experience success and interest

· Work below the pupils' best standard should not be accepted

· Work which is not the pupils own should not be accepted

· All pupils should be encouraged to participate actively

· All pupils should have the chance to make their work public

· Pupils should be encouraged to exchange viewpoints and collaborate with others in the production of joint work

· Pupils should be encouraged to develop independence when competent in something

· Teachers should use open questions

· Problem-solving strategies should be developed

· Pupils should be encouraged to seek their own methods and routes for investigating and solving problems

· Process should be regarded as equally important as the final product

· Mistakes should be regarded as diagnostic indicators rather than as failures

Procedures

· Methodology should be varied to ensure that pupils are exposed to the full range of experiences described above.

· Classes should be planned to take into account the range of learning styles and abilities of students (see Planning).

· Use other students, support staff and dynamics to follow-up on problems.

