RESEARCH AND INDEPENDENT STUDY

Rationale

The Lancaster School has always emphasised research and independent study to develop problem solving skills and form students with a high standard of critical thinking abilities.  Students need to be taught strategies for each stage of the investigative process and feedback should be given for each stage.

Objectives

· Develop critical thinking skills.
· Develop independent study skills.
· Foster creativity and originality.
· Enable students to take responsibility for their learning.
· Develop a love of learning and pride in achievement.
· Prepare students for university study.
Principles

· All research projects and independent study activities must include content and process objectives.

· Students must understand the specific skills and knowledge that are required for each project.
· Projects should be developed in stages, with feedback at each stage.

· Expectations in terms of content, length, style, format, etc. must be made clear to students at each stage of a research project.
· Teachers must make sure that all students have access to adequate resources.

Procedures

· In order to give the students a sense of purpose, let them know what the project will be useful for and what they will learn from doing it.

· Tell the students what you expect in terms of content, focus, style, length, timescale, presentation, format, sources and resources to be used.  Let them know if you expect them to be simply descriptive/informative or if you want them to be analytical and/or state their own opinions and conclusions.  Get them to write down these expectations.

· Demonstrate the strategies and techniques they need to carry out the project and give them constant support and feedback throughout the process.

· Make the evaluation criteria clear from the beginning and stick to them.  Every stage of the process should be evaluated and contribute to the final grade.

